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Nurturing Potential, Inspiring Dreams 

We seek to provide all our children, including those with special educational needs or 

disabilities (SEND), with an appropriate education: one that is appropriate to their needs; 

promotes high standards and enables the fulfilment of potential. We thereby seek to enable 

our children to achieve their best and become confident individuals leading fulfilling lives, 

ultimately making successful transitions into adulthood. 

 

Hence, our staff will seek to work together with children’s families to do all that they can, 

within the school’s resources, to enable all our children to develop, learn, participate and 

achieve the best possible outcomes irrespective of whether that is through special educational 

provision for a child with SEN, through reasonable adjustments for a child with a disability or 

support for a child with a medical condition. 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

We seek to ensure that all children learn, develop well and are kept healthy and safe, and as 

such there is on-going monitoring and assessment of all children’s progress and development. 

Furthermore, we provide all parents with a more formal review of their child’s progress by 

means of a Progress Check made between the ages of two and three. The resultant written 

summary will provide parents with a record of their child’s progress in: communication and 

language; physical development and personal, social and emotional development.  

 

Where this check raises any cause for concern about a child’s development or learning, or at 

any point where concerns are raised by parents or staff, the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Special Education Needs Co-ordinator (EYFS SENCO) will be available, by arrangement, to 

discuss the concerns. In most instances, monitoring or the adoption of some support strategies 

will result in the anticipated progress. However, where there is more significant cause for 

concern the EYFS SENCO will work with families to involve more specialist agencies. This 

might include Speech and Language Services, Psychology Services or Occupational Therapy 

Services. 

 

The setting will seek to work together with families within the recommendations of these 

agencies. Furthermore, for a child with more complex needs, the EYFS SENCO might make 

application to a local authority for additional Early Years SEN funding or make an 

application for an Education, Health and Care needs assessment. 

 

The EYFS SENCO Erin White (erin.white@greenbankschool.co.uk) continues to develop her 

understanding of SEN by participating in Stockport EYFS SENCO network meetings and 

attending training sessions delivered by Stockport Local Education Authority. Furthermore, 

the EYFS staff has received training in the use of WellComm materials by Stockport Speech 

and Language Service. This has enhanced their ability to identify concerns in children’s 

language development, to provide support and make referrals as appropriate. 
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Key Stages One and Two 

 

The school has high expectations for all pupils and, as such, conducts continual monitoring of 

progress in addition to regular, formal assessment of pupils’ performance against 

standardised tests. (Please refer to our Assessment Policy).  

 

Where concerns arise as to children’s progress, or their wider development, these initial 

concerns will be discussed with parents by the class teacher, and in some instances in 

conjunction with the Learning Support Co-ordinator (LS-CO). Parents themselves are also 

welcome to make an appointment to discuss any concerns about their child’s progress or 

development with the class teacher or LS-CO. 

 

Where it is agreed that some additional support is needed, this will be detailed on a Record of 

Concern. Review of a child’s Record of Concern will generally be held twice a year and 

coincide with scheduled Parents’ Meetings.  

 

When more serious concerns about a child’s progress or development arise, or when their 

progress or performance, despite differentiated teaching and some additional support, is 

significantly below that of peers, the class teacher and LS-CO will meet with parents.  It 

might be agreed to conduct additional assessment of the child in school or to seek advice 

from specialist services, such as health professionals or from an educational psychologist, 

where this is possible. The LS-CO, class teacher and parents would also agree a more 

detailed SEN Additional Support Plan, which would then also be subject to review twice a 

year. Children will be involved in the drafting of this plan, as appropriate to their age and 

maturity; they will be encouraged to recognise their own strengths and the means by which 

they can best support their own learning and how they believe adults can best support them.  

 

In all cases where children receive Learning Support, we anticipate the best outcomes when 

parents contribute to the process and support children in home learning and consolidation 

activities. 

 

The LS-CO Philippa Atha (philippa.atha@greenbankschool.co.uk) is a qualified teacher and 

holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Dyslexia and Literacy awarded via the University of York.  

 

She continues to develop her understanding of SEN by participating in termly cluster 

meetings with LS-COs and SENCOs from other local independent schools and usually 

attends the annual NASEN Live (National Association for Special Educational Needs) 

conference. Most recently, she attended a workshop related to children’s mental health. Our 

Teaching Assistants continue their professional development by attending courses. Most 

recently, these have included courses relating to: boosting reading skills; dyslexia and 

mathematics; supporting children with dyspraxia and supporting children with autism. 

  

  

For further information please also refer to our Learning Support, Special Educational Needs 

and Disability (SEND) Policy. This can be viewed via the Parents Area. Please also note that 

our SEND trustee is Amanda Berezai. 

mailto:philippa.atha@greenbankschool.co.uk

